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One of most formidable moments with my mom came the day my parents 

dropped me off for my first year of college.  

2 Cor 12:9 – ““My Grace is sufficient for you for power is made perfect in weakness.” 

Vs. 10 goes on to say, “Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my 

weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am well content 

with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, 

for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.” 

 

God will choose the weak of this world to demonstrate the magnificence of 

His power.  

 

I Cor 1:26-29 – “For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise 

according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has chosen the 

foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things 

of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things of the world 

and the despised, God has chosen, the things that are not, that He might nullify the 

things that are, that no man should boast before God.” 

 

Today we come to a favorite for many in the book of Judges—the account of 

Gideon. Gideon is famous for the great battle in Judges 7. Gideon had 

32,000 soldiers at his command but God told Gideon that it was too many. If 

they won the battle with that many, Israel would think they won by their 

own power rather than God’s. So God had Gideon streamline his army to 

just 300 men and led them to a crushing defeat of the enemy. But before 

we get to all that exciting stuff in a couple weeks, we turn our attention to 

chapter 6 to gain some insight into the man Gideon. What we are about to 

discover is that God choses to use a man who is not characterized by strong 

faith and courage, but rather who is faint-hearted and fearful.  

 

Let’s begin our journey into Judges 6 by first setting the stage. [vs. 1-6] 

 

Setting the Stage (Judges 6:1-6)  

 

So once again Israel has done evil in the sight of the Lord by turning to 

worthless idols. So what does God do? Vs. 1 says, “the Lord gave them into 

the hands of Midian for seven years.” So once again God, in His sovereignty, 

raised up Israel’s enemies to bring judgment or discipline upon them.  

 

Don’t miss how severe this oppression was. The Midianites would wait until 

Israel has planted their crops and then they would come in by the droves, 

driving the Israelites to the hills, and plunder the land, destroying their 

crops and stealing their animals. The crops were Israel’s only source of 

sustenance and the animals were equivalent to today’s farm machinery. So 

severe was their oppression that the Israelites made dens and caves in the 

mountains. Verse 6 says, “so Israel was brought very low because of 

Midian.” It took seven years of oppression and famine before Israel cried 

out to the Lord in their misery. But instead of just raising up a deliverer as in 

the past, God first sends a prophet. [vs. 7-10] 

 

Blessed Confrontation (Judges 6:7-10)  

 

Through the prophet God reminds them of what He has done and confronts 

them for what they have done. He is the great deliverer who brought them 

out of Egypt to be His own people. He is the one to whom they were joined 

in covenant relationship. But they have broken their covenant to follow 

false gods in the way of evil.  

 

Ezekiel 14 

 

So why do I call this a “blessed” confrontation? Because one of the kindest 

things God does for us is to bring us under the weighty conviction of His 

word. He does this to expose our sin and idolatry that leads us into misery 

under God’s severe but loving hand of discipline. We are so much like Israel. 

We want to escape our painful circumstances while God wants to use them 

to help us discern our hearts and error of our ways. When our suffering is 



the result of straying from God, we need repentance more than we need 

relief. God wants to instruct us and rescue us, not just pacify us. 

“Understanding God’s way of holiness is more important than the absence 

of pain.”
1
  

 

Its’s so easy to be regretful of the consequences of our sin without truly 

being repentant. 2 Cor 7:10 is so instructive: “Godly sorrow brings 

repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow 

brings death.” So what’s the difference between worldy sorrow and 

repentance. Worldly sorrow is mere regret for the consequences of our sin, 

but not over the sin itself. So there is no real change.  Worldly sorrow is 

mere regret and does not produce change in our live whereas repentance 

does bring change. Why? Because “regret is sorrow over the consequences 

of sin, but not over the sin itself….If there had been no consequences there 

would have been no sorrow….Regret is all about ‘us:’ how I am suffering, 

how my heart is breaking; but repentance is all about God: how our sin 

betrays Him, how He has been grieved, how His [reputation] as our Creator 

and Redeemer has been trampled on,” how His grace has been trivialized by 

our sin.
2
 Worldly sorrow (mere regret) grieves because the false pleasure of 

our idol has led to misery. Repentance grieves because God’s favor as been 

forfeited for a time. Yet true repentance erases the offense of our sin and 

our regret because it restores our relationship with the Lord. A repentant 

heart says, “I deserved far worse than these painful circumstances. [But 

praise God] the real punishment fell on Jesus, and will never fall on me.”
3
 

 

So when God sent His word through a prophet before He sent a deliverer, it 

was a great act of mercy—a blessed confrontation—because God wants to 

move His people beyond shallow regret to deep and lasting repentance—

true change! 

 

We need to ask ourselves, what am I sorry about? The unhappy 

consequences of my sin or the damage to my relationship with God that it 
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has caused.
4
 How do we know if we are on the path of shallow regret or the 

path of genuine repentance? Tim Keller says it this way: If you are 

“stuck”…continually falling into the same [sinful] pit, and your falls are not 

decreasing in number or intensity, then you may be responding [with the 

regret of worldly sorrow] rather than repentance.” So what’s our take 

away? Let the Word of God expose the idolatry beneath our sin so we can 

put it to death. This is not easy! So often we need other solid believers to 

help us discern our hearts through the Word. We need the Spirit working 

through the Word and we need true gospel community to overcome 

worthless idols that have taken control of our hearts.  

 

Heavenly Visitation--Gideon’s call (Judges 6:11-24) 

 

As we will see momentarily, Israel does not take to heart this call to 

repentance at first. Yet God in His great compassion raises up a deliverer to 

fulfill His purposes in Israel.   

 

[Vs. 11]: Note where Gideon is—threshing in secret for fear of the 

Midianites 

 

[Vs. 12]: Why does He say this to Gideon? It’s not because He has ever 

fought a battle and won. It’s not because He is so courageous. In fact, we 

will see increasingly that Gideon is faint-hearted. The angel of the Lord calls 

him a valiant warrior because God is with Him and will make him something 

he could not naturally be apart from God. When God gives you a new 

identity, its what you will be apart from your past record! Yet Gideon’s 

response reveals His disillusionment… 

 

[Vs. 13-16]:  

� Gideon responds not with confidence that he will be a valiant 

warrior with God’s help. He responds by questioning how God could 

possibly be with them: If you are with us, why is all this happening? 

Why all this oppression? Where are the miracles? Why isn’t God 
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acting as in former times? It seems as though God has abandoned 

us? Does this sound like a man of faith? No, it’s a man in the fog of 

discouragement who has lost sight of the God of heaven.  

� Aren’t you a little surprised that God would choose a man like 

Gideon? How does a discouraged, disillusioned, doubting man win 

battles? He doesn’t! It would have to be God. Gideon has lots of 

limitations. God has none—including Gideon!  

 

[Vs. 14]: Yet Gideon objects to God’s call [vs. 15-16]. It’s true that Gideon is 

wholly inadequate in himself for this mission. But God has promised Gideon 

that His presence will go with him. Yet Gideon looks for human reasons to 

excuse himself from God’s call on his life: “Who am I? I have no experience; 

I am insignificant!”—that’s exactly why God chooses Gideon! Listen, when 

God is with you and fighting for you, it doesn’t matter how small you are. 

God has no limitations! 

 

Still, Gideon is unwilling to step out in faith and trust in the presence of the 

Lord. So He asks God for a sign [vs. 17-24]. Gideon wants a sign. Isn’t it a 

pretty significant sign to have the angel of the Lord speaking to you?! Yet 

Gideon’s heart is overcome by skepticism. Take note that this is no mere 

angel. Vs. 14 says, “The Lord looked at him and said…” This is what we call a 

theophany, a physical appearance or manifestation of God Himself, likely a 

pre-incarnate appearance of Christ. Incidentally, there is a clue here that 

Gideon is ignorant of God’s Word. The offering he brings is not the offering 

that was prescribed for Yahweh. Rather it resembles the offerings of the 

Canaanites to false gods. Nevertheless, God consumes the offering to open 

Gideon’s eyes. And open his eyes He does! Instead of being comforted by 

the sign in vs. 22, He is terrified because he now knows He has been in the 

holy presence of the Lord! For the first time Gideon’s perspective is right—

God is to be feared! One man put it this way: “[most of us] have no real 

sense of the terror and awesomeness of God, for we think that intimacy with 

God is an unalienable right rather than an indescribable gift. There is 

nothing amazing about grace as long as there is nothing fearful about 

holiness.”
5
 

 

What a gracious response the Lord gives Gideon in vs. 24: “The Lord said to 

him, “Peace to you, do not fear, you shall not die.” So Gideon built an altar 

to the Lord and named it Yahweh-Shalom, “The Lord is Peace.”  

 

First Step of Obedience (Judges 6:25-32) 

 

Yet this presents a problem. Two altars cannot co-exist side by side. You 

cannot have an altar to Yahweh (vs. 24.) and an altar to Baal (vs. 25). 

Yahweh is a holy and jealous God. His altar must be exclusive. So God calls 

Gideon to take his first practical step of obedience and tear down his 

father’s family altar to Baal. [vs. 25-27]  

 

Gideon obeys the Lord and tears down the altar of Baal and Asherah, but he 

does it with fear and trepidation. Why’s he fearful? He’s fearful because the 

fear of man has a stronger hold on his heart than the fear of God. He obeys 

at night because there is a war going on in his own heart between man’s 

power to hurt him and God’s power to protect and deliver him. People 

don’t like it when you mess with their idols. So what’s going to happen?  

 

[Vs. 28-32] This is my favorite part of chapter 6. Joash, Gideon’s dad, is a 

little snarky isn’t he. He courageously stands up for his son and says to the 

men of the city, “you lay a hand on my son and you’ll be dead by morning. 

Afterall what kind of god is Baal if you need to stand up for him? If he is 

really a god, he can take care of himself.” So he gives his son a new name, 

that means “let Baal contend against him!” He’s taunting Baal with this new 

name: “Come on Baal, Gideon tore down your altar. Let’s see what you’re 

going to do about it.”  

 

I imagine Gideon breathed a sigh of relief on that one, thanks to his dad. I 

can’t really blame him. I’d have been afraid too. Yet that doesn’t excuse 
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Gideon does it? No, it just condemns the fear of man in my own heart. Yet 

even though Gideon is afraid, nevertheless he takes the step of obedience. 

My friends, sometimes Godly courage means taking a step of faith to obey 

God in the face of fear.  

 

Persistent Reluctance (Judges 6:33-40) 

 

Now that Gideon has faced the neighbors, the next step is to face Israel’s 

enemies, the Midianites and Amalekites. [vs. 33-35] 

 

The Midianites have come for their 8
th

 annual plunder of Israel’s land. But 

this time they will be met by the Spirit of the Lord working through the most 

unlikely of men. The Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon and for the first 

time he takes his stand as a leader for his people. Yet as the moment of 

military conflict gets closer, his persistent reluctance and doubt rises. He’s 

not a military leader. Will God really come through? Because without Him, 

he’s dead meat! [vs. 36-40]  

 

Don’t follow Gideon’s example on this one. Some people have 

misinterpreted what Gideon is doing here as a means of decision-making. 

That’s not what is happening. Gideon clearly knows what God’s will is. 

Notice twice he says, “as you have spoken” (vs. 36, 37). Is he taking God at 

His word by faith? No. Gideon knows he is testing the Lord. That’s why he 

says, “do not let your anger burn against me!” He’s testing the Lord with is 

lack of faith. What Gideon should have done is “tested” the Lord by taking 

Him at His word without delay.  

 

God uses the weak 

 

Now just step back for a minute and look at the big picture. If one thing is 

certain from chapter 6, it’s that Gideon was not a great man of faith. In spite 

of the prophet’s explanation that Israel is suffering because of their sin, 

Gideon struggles to accept God’s perspective on what is happening. In spite 

of a visitation from the Angel of the Lord, in spite of receiving God’s specific 

instructions and a personal promise of assurance that God has his back, in 

spite of God speaking to him directly, in spite of God’s patience in giving him 

multiple signs, Gideon is fearful and persistently reluctant to trust the Lord 

God of heaven and rely on His word.  This raises an obvious question… 

 

Why would God choose a man like Gideon? Because God’s power is 

magnified through weak instruments! When we see an impressive victory 

over Israel’s enemies in chapter 7—the kind that everyone likes to talk 

about—we will only be able to draw one conclusion: Only God could cause 

such weak man to be so triumphant! The purpose of Gideon’s character 

sketch in chapter 6, is so that we will see the glory of God in chapter 7 and 

stand in awe, not of men but of Yahweh, the only true God of heaven. 

Judges 7:2 is the key to understanding the account of Gideon: “The Lord said 

to Gideon, “The people who are with you are too many for Me to give 

Midian into their hands, for Israel would become boastful, saying, ‘My own 

power as delivered me.”  

 

God often chooses the weak of this world to display the magnificence of His 

mighty power, because what wants you to see and experience more than 

anything else is Him and His grace. He wants to create in you a heart that 

truly and confidently believes Him when He says, “My Grace is sufficient for 

you for power is made perfect in weakness.” He wants you to be able to say 

with the apostle Paul, “Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my 

weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am well 

content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, 

with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong (2 

Cor 12:9-10). 

 

God has gifted each and every one of you in uniques ways to serve Him and 

His people as you abide in Christ. But don’t be surprised when God wants to 

use you in seasons of weakness.  

 

� Are you willing for God to humble you and stretch you enough to 

work through your weakness so that His mighty power and grace 

can be manifested for His glory?  



� Is there some aspect of your life in which you need to cling to the 

promises of God and ask God to help you see Christ as your 

sufficiency? 

 

� What troubles are you facing? Will you see them as impossible 

problems or possible ways for God grow you and change you?  

 

� What may be some false gods in today’s culture that are pulling you 

away from single-hearted devotion and confidence in the Lord?  

 

I want to conclude today by asking all of those going on the 180 Shine 

mission trip to come up so that we can pray over you, asking God to not 

only work through your spiritual gifts, but to also display His divine power 

and grace through moments of weakness. PARENTS TOO!! 


